
Dear Parents  
 
What a fabulous term weôve had ï and not even the hint of a snowflake 
after all the dire warnings of an early and difficult winter! 
 

The latter part of the term has been action-packed with two Prize 
Givings , our Carol Service, Maths GCSE, and the amazing news that we 
really are now the Global Rock Challenge winners ï actual World 
Champions! 
 

Our Prize Giving ceremonies were a great success. We held the Year 11 
evening at the Festival Hall because the event has outgrown the school 
hall. Our Guest of Honour was ñDownton Abbeyò actor Hugh Bonneville, 
who was exceedingly generous with his time and very entertaining in his 
address. 
 

The next morning we came óback to baseô to award prizes to current 
students. This is a more modest affair but no less important in that it says 
to the children: Well Done and Keep it Up.  We award over a hundred 
prizes so that, each year, about 10% of the school is getting a prize. I 
know there are plenty of other children trying hard and achieving well 
and perhaps it will be their turn next year. 
 

Our Carol Service took place on Monday 5
  
December at St. Peterôs 

Church. It was a lovely event and we had more parents, visitors and staff 
than ever before. Although it was a little early, perhaps, to be getting 
óChristmassyô, it has helped set the mood for the rest of the term. 
 

I do hope you have a lovely holiday and enjoy reading about all the 

things that we have been up to. Donôt forget to read the Principalôs Blog, 

which you can find on the school website. I try to keep up with various 

goings on in school, in a relatively informal way. Please feel free to join 

my 130 regular readers who range from England, Scotland, Wales and 

South Korea, apparently! 

 

Mr PooleðPrincipal 



Students who sat their GCSEs this 
summer attended a Prize Giving 
Evening this week to receive their 
certificates and individual subject 
prizes.  The event took place at 
The Festival Hall and this yearôs 
Guest Speaker was the actor Hugh 
Bonneville of ñDownton Abbeyò and 
ñNotting Hillò fame. 

The evening began with a welcome 
from this yearôs Head Boy Charlie 
Essex and Head Girl Kate  
Wilderspin, followed by a flute duet 
by Year 11 students Lauren Hunt 
and Zoe Wands and later a brass 
trio by James Lomas, Joel Knee 
and Philip Smith. 

Principal Nigel Poole reflected on 
the schoolôs amazing year of achievements including the conversion to Academy status and 
the best ever GCSE results.  Hugh Bonneville gave an  
entertaining and amusing speech about his early years as an actor and the need to grab every 
opportunity when it comes. 

 
When the formal ceremonies were 
over, students, parents and guests 
gathered in the Rose Room for 
drinks and enjoyed catching up 
with friends. 
 
Nigel Poole commented, ñIt was a 
great evening, and I was pleased 
to see so many friends, ex-
students and representatives of 
the community.  I am grateful to 
Hugh for giving up his time to join 
us this evening.ò 
 

Hugh Bonneville obviously enjoyed himself too ï he 
later Tweeted to his 26,000 followers globally: ñVery 
happy evening with alumni of The Petersfield School 
celebrating their GCSE results and the schoolôs  

status as an Academy.  Inspiring.ò 

Prize Giving Evening with Guest Speaker Hugh Bonneville 



As I am sure you have already 
heard!! 2011 saw the first ever 
Global Rock Challenge, where 
entries from 700 schools in 
Australia, Japan, New Zealand 
and the UK   were judged  
on-line by a panel of 16  
Global Judges. The judges were 
industry experts in the areas of 
Performance, Production and 
Design and all four countries 
judged  
performances from three 
countries (i.e. not their own). 
Each performance was entered 
in one of three divisions for 
judging by the global judging 
team: 
 

RAW ï Performances without set 
(TPS) 
OPEN ï Performances with set. 

JUNIOR 

I am very proud to announce that TPS won 

their division with óThe Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamasô and are Global Rock Challenge  

Champions!! 

This is an amazing achievement for the whole 2011 Rock Challenge team 

who are now world class performers! 

We have also won 6 out of 15 Special Awards of Excellence!  

 

Choreography 

Å The Petersfield School (UK)  

Performance Skill 

Å The Petersfield School (UK)  

Stage Use 

Å The Petersfield School (UK)  

Creative Innovation 

Å The Petersfield School (UK)  

Visual Enhancement 

Å The Petersfield School (UK) 

Overall Impact 

Å The Petersfield School (UK)  

Judges also made the following announcement regarding the Peopleôs Choice on line voting: 

ñWe would also like to give a special mention to The Petersfield School, UK in the 
RAW Division school who had an amazing following online, gaining more than 
500 votes!ò 
Thank you to everyone that voted for us!  Miss Baker ï Head of Performing Arts 

The Petersfield School Wins the First Ever Global 



 

The annual Mayorôs 
Christmas Card 
competition attracted a 
large number of high 
quality entries from GCSE 
Photography Students and 
TPS Photography Club 
members.  
 
The Mayor and Mayoress 
of Petersfield, George & 
Jackie Watkinson, took 
time out from their busy pre 
Christmas schedule to join 
student photographers at 
TPS last week to announce 
the winners.  First place 
went to Elliot Finch for his 

photograph capturing the local beauty of the local landscape of Petersfield in its winter 
aspect; second was Imogen 
Andrews with for her 
seasonal photograph of 
Christmas Baubles and 
third was Jordan Bleach 
with his image of wintering 
birds at one of our local 
wildlife spots, the Heath. 
 
Mr Watkinson spent time 
with students discussing the 
images. He also 
commented on the high 
quality of entries from the 
Photography students, 
adding that he felt that 
Elliotôs work was particularly appropriate 
and well executed. 

Mayor Awards Photography Prize 



 

Children in Need 
Year 7B and 7J volunteered to run a cake sale for Children in Need and between 
them they raised Ã169.55 which is fantastic.  

 
A MASSIVE thank you to all 
the pupils, parents and staff 
who contributed to this yearôs 
TPS shoe box appeal. In just 
two weeks we collected a total 
of 95 boxes stuffed with toys, 
games, sweets, clothing, 
stationary and toiletries. These 
gifts will bring some much 
needed Christmas cheer to 
children living in poverty. 
Thank you so much for your 
support with this yearôs appeal 
and your generosity. 
 
Mrs Bradberry and Miss 

Freeborn    

                      Pupils of Year 8 Mirren with some of this yearôs Christmas boxes  

Year 7 students donned fake 
moustaches for their Science 
lesson this week. 
 
PGCE Student Teacher, Paul 
Roberts, has been teaching 
them about reproduction, 
sexual health and in particular 
menôs health.  He showed 
them a video about the 
ñMovemberò initiative which 
raises awareness and funds 
for menôs testicular cancer.  As 
part of the fund-raising, men 
seek sponsorship to grow a 
moustache in November, and 
several male members of staff 
also took part. 
 
The initiative enabled students 

to  learn a lot about a very important and often overlooked illness in a fun yet informative way. 

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2011 

Year 7 Science studentsðMovember 



Year 10 student, Ed Waller, is 
rehearsing hard for the Chichester Youth 
Theatreôs Christmas production of ñThe 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobeò. 
 
Ed has been a member of the 
Chichester Youth Theatre for 18 months 
and secured the part of Grumpskin, the 
Witchôs dwarf servant, having auditioned 
with more than 500 hopefuls for 80 parts.  
He has been involved in previous 
productions including ñThe Firework 
Makerôs Daughterò and ñAlice in 
Wonderlandò. 
 
Ed, who is studying Drama for GCSE, 
said, ñItôs great to be working on such an 
enjoyable large scale production, and I 
am really looking forward to the first 
show.  Itôs hard work, though ï between 
17 to 31 December weôre doing 22 
performances!ò 

Ed Waller is Narnia-Bound 

Software4Students work in partnership 

with Microsoft to offer any students and 

teachers the chance to purchase software 

at a massively reduced cost, i.e. Microsoft 

Office Suite for Ã38.   All you need to do 

is register, providing details of the school 

Log on to www.software4students.co.uk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have had a very busy start to the year in Young Farmers.  Since Open Morning we have 
had a tractor into school from Rod Gaskins Dealership.  We learned about how expensive 
they are to buy and to run.  In our meetings we had the annual Twister championships so 
that everyone could get to know each other, and just before half term we had a pumpkin 
carving competition.   
After half term we went on a sausage-making trip to Westlands Farm Shop where we 
learned how to make and twist the sausages.  It is more difficult than it looks!  The next 
week at school we ate the sausages we made, cooking them in the Food Technology 
classroom.   
We have just held our 2nd AGM and elected James Rae and Jack Ralph as Joint Chairmen 
for this year.  We have 20 members and almost all of them have a position in the club at 
some point during the year.  Just after the AGM, 2 teams went to the Hampshire Young 
Farmers Junior Quiz on a Sunday afternoon at Sparsholt.  We were placed 2nd and 4th, 
beaten by Alresford YFC, but we learned a lot.   
Coming up we have the Hampshire 
Young Farmers County AGM on in 
December and then a trip Turkey 
plucking on 15 December.  We are 
looking forward to more competitions 
and events in the new year. 
We had an unsuccessful allotment 
clearing day in October and have 
rearranged this day for Sunday 4 
March 2012.  We hope that this is 
enough time for EVERYONE who 
would like to help, to put it in their 
diary.  A letter will be sent nearer the 
time.  Anyone who would like to help 
us clear the site and get it producing 
some veg and possibly have 
chickens is more than welcome.   
 
Any questions email sarchibald@thepetersfieldschool.com. 

Young Farmers Club Autumn Term 



GeographyðThe Plates are on Fire ! 

Whilst sitting at the base of one of the worldôs most famous and destructive volcanoes, Mount 
Vesuvius, Mrs West and Miss Loyley pondered a very significant question: why havenôt the 
Geography department attempted to write, sing and perform a music video about plate 
tectonics? What followed was the creation of TPSôs first all-staff (soon to be international) rock 
band and the release of our first single: The Plates are on Fire. 
The lyrics were created on the Geography trip to Sorrento and inspired whilst in the shadow of 
Mount Vesuvius. When I (Mr Graham) returned from taking the students around the crater of the 
volcano I found a beaming Mrs West and Miss Loyley waiting to sing their new creation to me 
and I instantly knew that we were on to a winner. From that point on we set a date for the music 
video to be shot and used the school site to perform our moves and finally our vision was 
becoming a reality. It did not take long to shoot and we managed to get our choreographed 
routine in a number of famous locations around the school (with a little help from a few of our 
biggest fans).  
The final touches were then applied and it was ready to make its debut in a Year 8 Geography 
lesson as part of the Hazardous World unit in October. The response from students was 
amazing and soon the corridors were filled with the sound of students singing the lines and 
humming the tune. The video soon spread and we found ourselves receiving requests from 
other year groups to play the video in their lessons. At the last count, the video has been viewed 
on YouTube 1,624 times, which is absolutely fantastic, but we are still confident on hitting the 1 
million mark as soon as it goes global, which should be any day now.  
The only question that now remains is what about that difficult second single? Are we going to 
be a one hit wonder or can we keep TPS rocking for many years to come? Two words for you: 
longshore drifté 
If you have somehow missed out on this musical extravaganza (where have you been?) then 
the video can be found using the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfJsMg8-
Y1w&list=LLTyszW49Q6szWciGQdvSreA&index=1&feature=plpp_video               Mr Graham 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfJsMg8-Y1w&list=LLTyszW49Q6szWciGQdvSreA&index=1&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfJsMg8-Y1w&list=LLTyszW49Q6szWciGQdvSreA&index=1&feature=plpp_video


Year 11 Art and Photography students visited London on Tuesday 6
 

December to explore the wonders of Tate Britain 
and Tate Modern. Students were able to sketch, 
photograph and analyse a vast range of artwork 
for their preparatory studies for their coursework. 
The day started with the Tate Britain, which 
showcases British Art. The Collection consists of 
a national collection of British art from the year 
1500 to the present day and international modern 
art.  Some of the highlights of Tate Britain was 
the Turner room were students could display 
their own sketches of his work, the David Baileyôs 
Photographs of the Beatles, Bridget Rileyôs 
Optical Art and John Everett Millais painting of Ophelia and the inspiring  black and white 
photographs of Don McCullin. 
After lunch we boarded the Tate boat to the Tate Modern along the way we got to see, St Pauls 
Cathedral, Houses of Parliament, London Eye, South Bank, Millennium Bridge and the Chard. This 
was a much preferred mode of transport to the underground and students were able to take some 
fantastic images. 
The Tate Modern building had a strong impact on those who had not seen the structure before and 
left many in amazement.  Inside we were able to view the plans for the further addition to the 
Bankside building which is due for completion in 2012.  The vast space of the turbine hall we were 
able to view the Tacita Dean video installation, which is a 35mm film projected onto a gigantic white 

monolith standing 13 metres tall. We 
were able to also view the Taryn Simon 
and Photography: New Documentary 
Forms exhibitions which gave students 
valuable ideas on how to develop their 
own work. The permanent collections 
allowed students to access many large 
scale works of Andy Warhol, Claus 
Oldenburg, Alexander Calder, Roy 
Litchstein and Do Ho Suh. 
The day proved to be very valuable and 
thought provoking inspiring new ideas 
for their work.                   Mrs Jones 

TPS at the Tate 



Some of the Year 7 pupils got the opportunity to visit Alice Holt and complete some map skills 

work on the 22 and 23 November. Across the two days the students were able to develop their 

map skills and take part in some orienteering. We were lucky enough to have some fantastic 

teachers from the Forestry Commission leading the day, who were able to pass on some very 

insightful knowledge about the Alice Holt forest as well as teach students map skills. The morning 

activities involved a walk around the forest for students to create their own map of the forest with 

important features to help them find their way around. Students then took part in an orienteering 

challenge around the forest. They were presented with a map of the forest with 10 orienteering 

posts marked on that they had to find. The challenge was to find as many as possible in 50 

minutes. This proved challenging for some groups, who went rushing off into the forest and then 

managed to ómisplaceô themselves;  however as skilled geographers none of the groups got lost 

of course!                                                                                                             Mrs Harvey 

GeographyðYear 7 Visit Alice Holt 

Year 7 Book Club 
 

Year 7s meet at Thursday lunchtime in E7 to discuss books they have read and share ideas for 
future reading. The following is a list of their all-time favourites, which you might want to add to 

Gifted - Marilyn Kaye 
Silverfin  - Charlie Higson 
Mortal Engines - Philip Reeve 
The Mysterious Benedict Society - Tren-
ton Lee Stewart 
Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Cosmic  - Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Framed - Frank Cottrell Boyce 
The Harry Potter Series - JK Rowling  
Lord Loss - Darren Shan  
Skulduggery Pleasant - Derek Landy 
The Enchanted Wood -  Enid Blyton  
The Famous Five -  Enid Blyton 
Kezukeôs Kingdom  -  Michael Morpurgo 
Roman Mysteries  -  Caroline Lawrence 
Mr Stink - David Williams 
The Witches - Roald Dahl 
Theodore Boone -  John Grisham 
The Diary of Ann Frank - Ann Frank 



 
Already the year has got off to a busy start for Careers Support here at TPS. On 8

 
November 

the Armed Forces Career bus visited the school for the day. Students got the opportunity to talk 
to serving personnel and watch DVDs about possible careers in the Army, Navy or Air Force. 
Following this trip 3 students have signed up for Army residential courses which offer a week-
long taster session about life in the Armed Forces. As well as Army courses several students 
have also taken the opportunity to attend residential weeks to explore, Nuclear Marine 
engineering, Engineering Construction and Motorsport Engineering.  

New Careers Website 
 
Why not check out the school website for up to date careers and College information? The 
school has purchased a software package known as JED, which is now available to all 
students, from year 7-11. JED helps students decide appropriate career options from a 
personality test, as well as offering 100s of video links about different jobs. There is also the 
chance to explore local College provision and the requirements of Level 3 BTECs and  A level 
subjects, as well as looking at University subjects.   
 

Mrs Asbridge 

CareersðVisit by Armed Forces Bus 


