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Welcome from Mr Marande,
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New DfE mobile phone guidance to schools and possible under 16s social media ban

It's been a busy week for the topic of smartphones, social media and young people! We were delighted
to see at the start of the week the government issue guidance to all schools which follows the TPS
approach of being a phone free environment. As we have seen, the benefits for students and their
learning are huge and we really welcome this new national approach.

You might also have seen that the government is launching a consultation on banning social media for
under-16s, following the example set by Australia which came into force at the end of last year. As
education professionals, everyday we see the very negative effects that excessive social media use
has on young people. Those of us who have been teaching since before the widespread introduction of
smartphones and social media into teenage life, have witnessed a steep decline in their overall
wellbeing and have seen firsthand that the more young people use social media, the less happy they
are. The research on this topic is currently being collated and will be released in the next World
Happiness Report from the UN and the University of Oxford in March.

It was also interesting this week to see the House of Lords vote overwhelmingly for a swift ban social
media for under 16s. This proposal will now go back to the House of Commons for a vote. The parent
grassroots movement, Smartphone Free Childhood, has a very simple and quick way on their website
for you to contact your MP if you feel strongly about this issue here.

At TPS we will continue to educate our young people on how to stay safe in the digital world and how
best to protect their wellbeing. Thank you for your ongoing support and help with this important issue.

Mr Marande

Communications & Reminders

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-drive-action-to-improve-childrens-relationship-with-mobile-phones-and-social-media
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgm4xpyxp7lo
https://www.worldhappiness.report/news/leading-experts-to-examine-the-impact-of-social-media-in-world-happiness-report-2026/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz0pnekxpn8o
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/raise-the-age


Annual Lockdown Procedure Drill

Please pass on our thanks to your children for their exemplary behaviour during today’s annual
lockdown procedure drill; all our students conducted themselves maturely and calmly during this
important practice earlier this morning.

For a full list of Extracurricular Clubs, please click on the link below:

2026/01/Extracurricular-Clubs-Spring-2026�1.pdf

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Extracurricular-Clubs-Spring-2026-1.pdf


Use the link below or scan the QR code to sign up for our Open Mic Night on 12 February, starting at
18:00. You can choose any song (as long as has appropriate lyrics), and perform with other people if
you would like.

Open Mic sign up sheet

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9Mf7tgygakmJvfYyBaVJz7EwtUbai1FFpZHAsxIqRgxUNkQzVk1NR05OSTc5Vk1ZUENROEFGMUJYMS4u&origin=QRCode






We are delighted to offer an exciting opportunity for students to participate in sailing sessions
organised by the Andrew Simpson Watersports Centre.

This course is available to all students in Y7-10. Both new and experienced sailors are invited to join.
At the Andrew Simpson Centre in Portsmouth the welcoming instructors are on hand to ease you into
the world of sailing. This is a 10-week course and will run every Friday from 3-6pm commencing in the
summer term on Friday 17 April.

For full details here: Sailing Academy Parent Letter 2026

Brass lessons available - either individual (20 mins) or shared lesson - starting immediately.
(trumpet/ trombone etc)

Sign up information:

Private Music Lessons - The Petersfield School The Petersfield School

Cost would be based on the number of lessons left this year (just over 50%)

If you need to borrow an instrument I am sure this can be arranged

For further information - please contact musiclessons@petersfieldschool.com

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Sailing-Academy-Parent-Letter-2026.pdf
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/curriculum/music-curriculum/private-music-lessons/


This week in TPS Talks, we have been debating and discussing the viral Labubu toy craze and
whether, as a society, we value and prioritise trends over considered ethical choices.

TPS-Talks-Week-16-22.1.26.pdf

Attendance

Year 7

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TPS-Talks-Week-16-22.1.26.pdf


We are excited to once again be offering the opportunity for students in Year 7 to take part in a
whole day debating bootcamp with Unloc on 13 of March.

The bootcamp will take students out of lessons for a full day to take part in a variety of activities
involving problem solving, public speaking, teamwork all designed to build confidence and have fun
through the expert led session. The day will be on school site and there will be breaks at the usual
breaktime and lunch during the day.

After the bootcamp, your child is invited to attend the weekly school Debate Club. They may also then
express their interest in being selected for the team to represent TPS at the annual ‘Big Debate’
competition at Portsmouth University in the Summer Term.

The cost for the full day will be £31.50 per student. If you would like your child to take part but have
concerns about meeting the payment, then please do contact me via email in advance to discuss
further.

If you would like your child to take part in the session, then please do email Mr McCaffery
before 13 February or ask any questions in advance via email at
jmccaffery@petersfieldschool.com

This termly newsletter will provide some of the key information to help support your childʼs
Science education during the Spring term.

Year 7 Science Comms Spring 2026

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Y7-Science-Comms-Spring-2026.pdf


Year 7 will be sitting assessments in the majority of their subjects between Monday 19 January 2026
and Friday 30 January 2026. These will be an important opportunity for students to apply what they
have been learning in lessons and receive feedback on how to improve from teachers. The English,
Maths and Science assessments will take place on Friday 30 January 2026 in the Sports Hall in
exam conditions. This is to build students’ confidence in working in this manner and help them to
achieve their best work.

Please see the timetable below for the assessments taking place in the Sports Hall. All other
assessments will be completed in lessons.

Please ensure students are fully equipped with all the stationery they need for these assessments. As
a minimum, they will need: a black pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, calculator, and a pair of compasses. All
equipment must be in a clear pencil case. Water can be taken into the assessment but must be in a
clear plastic bottle. Students are not permitted to take any unauthorised items into the exam room such
as phones, watches, air pods or revision notes.

Year 8



This termly newsletter will provide some of the key information to help support your childʼs
Science education during the Spring term.

Y8�Science-Comms-Spring-2026�1.pdf

Thank you for all those who have responded to the deadline for the ERA week trips. We are now
finalising the lists and we will let you know which trip your child has been allocated soon. The trip
leaders will then be in touch with further details and links for payment on parent pay.

Click on the link to view the Team TPS ERA Week 26 Brochure

Year 9

Year 9 will be sitting assessments in the majority of their subjects between Monday 2 February 2026
and Friday 13 February 2026. These will be an important opportunity for students to apply what they
have been learning in lessons and receive feedback on how to improve from teachers. Further to this,

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Y8-Science-Comms-Spring-2026-1.pdf
https://rkf1tkged8.preview-beefreecontent.com/ZamP9


the English, Maths and Science assessments will take place on Monday 2 February 2026 in the
Sports Hall in exam conditions. This is to build students’ confidence in working in this manner and help
them to achieve their best work.

Please see the timetable below for the assessments taking place in the Sports Hall. All other
assessments will be completed in lessons.

Please ensure students are fully equipped with all the stationery they need for these assessments. As
a minimum, they will need: a black pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, calculator (for the Science exam), and
a pair of compasses. All equipment must be in a clear pencil case. Water can be taken into the
assessment but must be in a clear plastic bottle. Students are not permitted to take any unauthorised
items into the exam room such as phones, watches, air pods or revision notes.

We hope that the start of this term has gone smoothly for your child and we would like to share with
you some key information about an upcoming assessment and the curriculum for the remainder of the
year.

Y9-Science-Comms-Spring-2026.pdf

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Y9-Science-Comms-Spring-2026.pdf


Thank you for all those who have responded to the deadline for the ERA week trips. We are now
finalising the lists and we will let you know which trip your child has been allocated soon. The trip
leaders will then be in touch with further details and links for payment on parent pay.

Click on the link to view the Team TPS ERA Week 26 Brochure

Year 10

Below is a reminder of the key points regarding homework and exam revision.

Year-10-Spring-Term-2026-Science-newsletter.pdf

Year 10 Careers

https://rkf1tkged8.preview-beefreecontent.com/ZamP9
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Year-10-Spring-Term-2026-Science-newsletter.pdf




Upcoming Open Event at City of Portsmouth College. There are many great vocational courses to
consider at their Highbury Campus.

City of Portsmouth College Open Events

https://www.city-of-portsmouth-college.ac.uk/useful-info/open-events/


Heelan Associates are a local firm of Accountants and are holding an Open Morning on Saturday 14th
February, 10am-1pm, at their office in Waterlooville for those interested in pursuing a career in
Accountancy, Book-keeping or Payroll.

Further details and registration can be found here:

www.eventbrite.com/e/careers-morning-tickets-

TPS Careers Hub – Our platform for advice and support on all things Careers and Post-16
information, plus links to exciting and inspiring opportunities. This will be updated weekly so keep
checking for information to support your child in making their Post-16 plans!

CareersHub.com/careers-the-petersfield-school-

Year 11

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/careers-morning-tickets-1980172959627
https://padlet.com/lgroves17/careers-the-petersfield-school-vsu8zptef5ewfgbq


Virtual Meetings with Senior Leadership Team

Over the next three weeks, members of the Senior Leadership Team would like to meet with every Year
11 family via an online, virtual meeting.

These meetings will focus on students' current progress and approach to revision, and are an
opportunity to ask questions and raise any concerns. They are a vital part of supporting all families in
preparing for the upcoming final exams. We would like all students to be part of these meetings along
with parents and carers.

Appointments can be booked via the usual Parents Evening Booking System from 6pm tonight (Friday
23rd January). Please log in to book your appointment. petersfieldschool.schoolcloud.co.uk

We look forward to meeting with you soon!

PPEs Monday 23 February – Friday 6 March

Year 11 will be completing Pre-Public Exams (PPEs) in the majority of their subjects after Half
Term (Monday 23 February – Friday 6 March)

Please see below for an overview of the timetable. Personalised timetables, confirming exam room and
seat number will be issued before Half Term. If students study any subjects that have exams timetabled
at the same time, we will also confirm the date and time that they will sit each exam.

https://petersfieldschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Please note the duration of each exam has been included in the overview timetable to help parents
and students plan for transport home should the exam extend beyond the end of the school day. This
will certainly apply for the Chemistry exam timetabled for the afternoon of Wednesday 25 February, but
may also apply to other days as well (dependent on subjects studied and duration of exam). All
afternoon exams (for both the PPEs and GCSEs) will begin at 1.30pm and students are required to be
in attendance for the full duration of the exam.

Your support in ensuring your son/daughter arrives on time and is fully equipped for their exams is
greatly appreciated. As a minimum they must have a black pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, calculator, and
a pair of compasses. We also recommend a highlighter for highlighting questions All equipment must
be in a clear pencil case.

Water can be taken into the assessment but must be in a clear plastic bottle. Students are not
permitted to take any unauthorised items into the exam room such as phones, watches of any kind, air
pods or notes.

GCSE and Vocational Exam Information 2026

The GCSE and Vocational Exam Timetable for Summer 2026 is now available on our school website.
Please follow the below link where you will find an overview of the timetable (a detailed version
including exam board, code and duration is also available) plus some important information that
candidates must be aware of.

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/about/results-and-exam-information/

Further information will be shared in due course but please note there will be no formal study leave and
students will be expected to attend school until they have completed their final exam.

Examination dates are set nationally and it is imperative students attend each exam – there will be no
opportunity to sit any missed exams.

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/about/results-and-exam-information/


In the event of any sustained national or significant local disruption during the examination period,
awarding bodies have designated Wednesday 24 June 2026 as the ‘Contingency Day’ for
examinations and therefore students must remain available until this date.

To view, please click on the link below:

Exam Success Revision Guide for Parents

Reminder: Deadline for paying the £10 Prom deposit is 13 Feb

Please click on the link below to keep you informed with what will be happening for your child in
Science this term as we continue to prepare for GCSE exams.

Y11-parent_comms_spring_2026

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Exam_success_for_parents_full_pack.pdf
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Y11-parent_comms_spring_2026.pdf


Careers

College Applications

If you have not yet submitted your college application, please come and see Miss Groves at
reception as it is very important you have done this asap.

Bohunt 6th Form College Applications close on 30 January, after which point you will be
added to a waiting list. Please ensure that if you intend to apply, you submit this before the closing
date.

TPS Careers Hub– Our platform for advice and support on all things Careers and Post-16 information,
plus links to exciting and inspiring opportunities. This will be updated weekly so keep checking for
information to support your child in making their Post-16 plans!

CareersHub.com/careers-the-petersfield-school-

https://padlet.com/lgroves17/careers-the-petersfield-school-vsu8zptef5ewfgbq




Upcoming Open Event at City of Portsmouth College. There are many great vocational courses to
consider at their Highbury Campus.

City of Portsmouth College Open Events

https://www.city-of-portsmouth-college.ac.uk/useful-info/open-events/


Heelan Associates are a local firm of Accountants and are holding an Open Morning on Saturday 14th
February, 10am-1pm, at their office in Waterlooville for those interested in pursuing a career in
Accountancy, Book-keeping or Payroll.

Further details and registration can be found here:

www.eventbrite.com/e/careers-morning-tickets-

TPS - Spotlight

History News

Year 8 History students recently completed a five week homework project on a British Empire colony of
their choice, producing creative and well researched presentations. Several pupils delivered
outstanding work, demonstrating excellent understanding, originality and effort. We were proud to
award these students Headteacher Commendations for their exceptional achievement.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/careers-morning-tickets-1980172959627


Dates for your Diary

Confirmation of INSET Days for 2026:

2026 Summer Term

INSET Day Tues 23 June 2026

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/parents/term-dates/

E-Safety

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/parents/term-dates/


Sports Results and News

Friday 16th January



TPS Boys Rugby Friendly

TPS 30- 5 Kings

The Year 7 team returned from Christmas hungry to build on their success from their first few fixtures.
Taking on Kings on home soil, some excellent attacking speed saw TPS take an early lead through
Rex C, before some excellent defensive work and counter rucking saw Louie J dive over the line. The
pressure continued throughout the game, with excellent fundamentals and attacking flair, TPS took a
convincing win. The boys take on Oaklands (Monday) and Kings (Wednesday) next week as they look
to go 5/5 which would be an outstanding achievement.

Monday 19th January

Year 9 Boys Football Havant Fed

TPS 4-2 Crookhorn

TPS 0-2 HTC

TPS boys travelled to HTC this week to play in the second round of games in the Havant Federation
League. They played exceptionally well and opened their account early with Thomas scoring the
opener against Crookhorn. An excellent header from Alex, crept over the line for the second. Closely
followed by a second goal from Thomas to make it 3-0. An excellent run from Fraser then lead to TPS
making it 4-0 in the first 10 minutes. Crookhorn fought their way back into the game with an excellent
free kick from distance before the game finished 4-2. The second game was a different pattern with
TPS struggling to create chances and HTC pressing hard from the start. Unfortunately the boys
resilient defending was finally broken and HTC went on to be deserved winners with a 2-0 Victory.

Tuesday 20th January

Year 10 Hockey @ Ditcham

Wednesday 21st January

Year 10 Football Havant Federation



TPS 1-0 HTC

TPS 2-2 Crookhorn

Congratulations to the Year 10 Boys who worked hard in the wet weather conditions to play against
HTC and Crookhorn. 2 very close games between some strong sides. After a close 1-0 victory over
HTC, 2 goals from Kai against Crookhorn set TPS on their way to back to back victories but Crookhorn
fought back well to finalise a draw.

Year 8 BET Cup Volleyball

Year 8 Girls EFL Regional Finals

Year 10 Girls Netball @ Bedales

Year 9 Girls Netball VS Priorsfield

Thursday 23rd January

KS4 Boys Badminton County Finals @ Westgate

Year 8 Basketball @ Crookhorn

Lost vs Crookhorn

Lost vs Purbrook

Won vs Warblington

Won vs Hayling

The boys started well and were unlucky to miss out due to narrow margins vs Crookhorn and
Purbrook. Jack T, Axel S and Noah J controlled the tempo of the games with the defensive
contributions of Monty W, MJ, Charlie H and Eylaan A which saw them take convincing wins vs
Warblington and Hayling.

Year 7 Rugby vs Liphook

Hot Food Menu



And Finally...

We have recently uncovered a Team TPS archive of old photos and press cuttings. Over the next few
months we would like to share some of these wonderful memories with you .

This week: The Little Day Nursery 1992



In 1992 TPS opened it’s own day nursery for children aged one to four years.

The nursery was called The Little Day Nursery and was open five days a week from 8am-6pm for
children of staff and the general public. It had a team of seven supervisors, assisted by students
studying Child Care. It gave the students a chance to get practical experience by engaging in various
activities with the children such as painting, cooking, dancing and singing.

Useful Links

Click on the link to view the Team TPS ERA Week 26 Brochure

https://rkf1tkged8.preview-beefreecontent.com/ZamP9






Appeal Trust Letter

Donate!

Current Vacancies

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Updated-Appeal-Trust-Letter-May-2025.pdf
https://localgiving.org/donation/tpsdevelopmentfund/start?monthly=1
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/about/vacancies-2/
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