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Welcome from the
World Book Day Team

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/


Welcome to TPS Weekly, where this week we have been celebrating our love and enjoyment of
reading across the school.

At TPS, World Book Day is not just a single event in the calendar. It reflects something much bigger:
the reading culture we are proud to nurture every day. We believe that reading helps our students grow
into confident learners, thoughtful thinkers and articulate young people who understand the power of
words.

For the staff who champion reading at TPS, this belief is deeply personal.

For Miss Joyce, our Assistant Headteacher overseeing support for Literacy, reading is about
access and empowerment for all. She works tirelessly to ensure that every student, regardless of their
starting point or need, can experience the joy and independence that reading brings. For her, reading
opens doors – building confidence, removing barriers and giving every student the tools to succeed.

For Miss Jones, Second in English and Literacy and Oracy Lead, reading sits at the heart of
learning across the whole school. My passion is to ensure that every student grows in confidence not
only as a reader, but also as a writer and speaker. Through literacy and oracy, I wholeheartedly believe
that strong readers become strong, effective communicators who are empowered to express their
ideas with clarity and conviction.

For Mrs Glue, our librarian, reading is about discovery, curiosity and belonging. She brings the library
to life with inspiring displays and carefully chosen books that invite students to explore new worlds,
perspectives and ideas. For her, the library is more than a room full of books – it is a welcoming space
where stories matter, and every reader can find a book that speaks to them.

At TPS, reading is not just something we teach. It is something we share, celebrate and believe in -
because stories have the power to shape who we become and our words have power to influence the
world around us.



This week we were excited to mark World Book Day with a fantastic range of activities taking place
across the school. We hope you enjoy reading about each event in this week’s TPS Weekly.

Communications & Reminders

World Book Day – Guinness World Record achieved!

This World Book Day, TPS proudly took part in a Guinness World Records® attempt celebrating
reading, alongside schools across the city. Together, we smashed the last record and officially hold the
title for the largest reading lesson in multiple locations!

The event took place at Fratton Park, home of Portsmouth F.C., where local school children were
treated to a special visit from Sunday Times bestselling author, Dan Freedman, best known for the
hugely popular series of Jamie Johnson football novels. The day was also hosted by BBC Blue Peter
presenter Abby Cook and is part of the Literary Trusts’ National Year of Reading Celebrations.

Our students said:



“It was exciting to go out and see Fratton Park Stadium. We really enjoyed seeing the published author
talk about his book”

We are so proud of the students who came along to represent TPS.

World Book Day Art created by the KS3 Xtra Art Club

On Thursday we were treated to some book-inspired, lunchtime music!



Rail Seaon Tickets

Summer term rail season tickets for the period from 13 April to 22 July 2026 are available on
ParentPay. The deadline for payments on ParentPay is 13 March.

You will need to enter your child’s date of birth and the number of their valid rail photo ID card to
proceed with the order.

Ordered tickets will be available for collection from school reception during the last week of this term
(week commencing 23 March).

If you have not ordered a rail season ticket from school before and would like to order a Summer term
season ticket please email fcooper@petersfieldschool.com by 9 March with your child’s name, year
group and the station that they will be travelling from and we will make the option available to you.

Thank you from TPS Finance Team

mailto:fcooper@petersfieldschool.com


Paid Opportunity

We are excited to announce that The Petersfield School will once again be hosting
a group of 20 students from Elite Journey as part of an enriching UK-China Cultural
Exchange Programme. The students, aged 11-16, will be visiting TPS in July to
experience British culture and enhance their language skills.
We are now looking for host families within the TPS community who can open their
homes and offer a warm, supportive environment for these visiting students during
their stay from 11– 20 July 2026 (arriving on the 11th and departing in the morning of
the 20th).

Please click here for more information

This week’s TPS Talks has focused on the conflict in Iran looking at the reasons why America and
Israel decided to intervene, how Iran has responded and whether there is a chance for democracy in
Iran following the death of its leader. Students have been discussing and debating whether western
governments have a right to kill a foreign leader and if it will make life better for Iranians. We have also
discussed why there is so much conflict in the world right now and how it could impact on our country.

TPS-Talks-Week-20-6.3.26.pdf

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Host-Families-Wanted-TPS-July-2026.pdf
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/TPS-Talks-Week-20-6.3.26.pdf


There will be a 2-week temporary closure of the town library from Monday 13 April to Sunday 26
April 2026 for essential building works.

During this fortnight there will be no access to the library building.

This will just be a temporary closure while the building’s electrical systems are updated, and they look
forward to welcoming back everybody from Monday 27 April onwards.

Attendance

Year 7



"Can I Read a Book in a Day?"

Wednesday saw our Year 7 enjoy a day off timetable where they took on the exciting challenge: “Can I
Read a Book in a Day?” as part of our World Book Day celebrations.

Students took on ‘The Breadwinner’ by Deborah Ellis - the powerful story of Parvana, a young girl who
disguises herself as a boy to support her family while under Taliban rule where girls are not allowed to
work or attend school. The novel highlights courage, resilience and spotlights the importance of
education.

We are incredibly proud to share that our students approached this challenge with dedication,
enthusiasm and a fantastic attitude throughout.

To celebrate their amazing achievements, at the end of the day, students were presented with book
themed goodie bags as a reward for their hard work, enthusiasm and the love of reading that they
demonstrated today.

Reading for pleasure is one of the most powerful ways to support learning and creativity. Challenges
like this not only build confidence but also help nurture a lifelong love of books.

A huge well done to all the students involved!

Year 7 students step into a world of imagination in our Outdoor Classroom



More Year 7 students have gathered for their Spooky Campfire Stories session in the Outdoor
Classroom this week, where they have thoroughly enjoyed performing their spine-tingling tales and
enjoyed the magic of storytelling in a truly unforgettable way. There’s nothing quite like gathering
around the fire with a great story (and marshmallows and a hot drink!) to spark creativity, build
confidence and inspire a lifelong love of reading.



Year 8

Year 8 mid-year assessments - Revision

Starting week commencing 16/03/26, Year 8 students will be having assessments across their
subjects. To help prepare the students for theses assessments we have been helping the students
develop positive revision habits. This included an assembly on Monday this week from Mr Holbrook
and Mr Ley about how to prepare for assessments and how to revise effectively.

We have also prepared a topic booklet for students to help them focus their revision. Each subject has
listed the topics that will be covered in the assessment, as well as information on how to revise and
create flashcards, and a revision timetable for them to complete. During lessons teachers have been
explaining to students how to complete revision for their subject. Please note that revision is also the
homework for the next three weeks.



Please do use the topic booklet to help your child focus their work so they can achieve their best in
these upcoming assessments.

TPS-Revision-Topic-List-Year-8-CTA-2.pdf

Kicking off our World Book Week Extravaganza this week, our Year 8's enjoyed taking part in a set of
immersive, thrilling adventure stories to test if they have the team work and decision making skills to
survive a range of tricky situations including: a Zombie Apocalypse, an Alien Invasion, a Virus Outbreak
and a Global Blackout.

These engaging and enjoyable adventure books bring reading to life and allow students to step into the
story and make high-stakes decisions (using their debating and problem-solving skills) to decide their
fate as a class.

‘I loved it – it was a great way to work with different people. I really enjoyed the discussions we had in
our group.’ David PJ

‘The lesson was really fun! I really enjoyed that the whole lesson was all about debate and discussion.
It’s a great way for everyone to have their voices heard.’ Zara B

HPV Vaccine

The HPV vaccine is for boys and girls, and will be offered to your child from Year 8. The HPV vaccine
can protect your child against many cancers. The vaccine is free, safe, and effective. Every year,
the vaccine saves hundreds of lives in the UK. For more information please click on the link below.

HPV Vaccine

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/TPS-Revision-Topic-List-Year-8-CTA-2.pdf
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/SAIS-Poster-HPV.pdf


The Y8 Curriculum Choices Evening is on Wednesday 18 March, 6pm to 8pm.

There be a talk from Mr Marande and Mr May explaining the choice making process. For more
information please click here.

This is a busy event so to help manage numbers at each talk please book using the links below:

Y8 Curriculum Choices Evening 6pm

Y8 Curriculum Choices Evening 7pm

Year 9

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Year-8-Curriculum-Choices-Information-2026.pdf
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/thestudiotps/t-aavezrl
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/thestudiotps/t-glapjnd


This week marks 'World Book Day' and the year's theme: 'You are a reader!' and it is something
that we have been talking to the students about.

As both a pastoral lead and English teacher, reading is a passion of mine. Reading is a whetstone for
the mind; it promotes empathy, communication, and allows you to live thousands of lives. Literacy is
power - literacy equips the next generation with tools to tackle life's challenges and provides them with
confidence to tackle difficulty. The age of digitalization has seen the next generation turn away from
reading and I urge you to reignite this passion at home. Get them talking about stories they're learning
in school, talk to them about books that you are reading, and even read your favourite stories to them.
Children are observant; we need to model reading to the next generation - after all, they are more
impressionable. The world needs more empathy I believe that reading is solution.

On Tuesday, we were delighted to welcome visiting author Tia Fisher, who spent the afternoon
speaking with our Year 9 students about her writing journey and powerful novels.

Tia writes gritty, realistic fiction in both prose and verse that explores important and thought-provoking
issues that truly resonate with young people. Students were fully engaged as she spoke about her
career, the inspiration behind her stories, and the real-world themes at the heart of her work.

We are incredibly proud of the thoughtful questions our students asked and the maturity they showed
in engaging with such important topics. Events like this play a vital role in fostering a love of reading
while encouraging discussion of real-life issues.

Fisher’s debut verse novel, ‘Crossing the Line’, explores the dangers of county lines exploitation, has
received significant acclaim - winning the 2024 Carnegie Shadowers’ Medal and the 2024 UKLA Prize,
and being named one of The Times and The Sunday Times Best Children’s Books of 2024. Her latest
novel, ‘Not Going to Plan’, tackles the complex issues of coercion and consent and is currently
longlisted for the 2026 Carnegie Medal.



Maths and Science Show

On Tuesday, our Year 9s enjoyed a fun and engaging Maths and Science show in the TPS Studio.
Through a series of ‘magic’ tricks they discovered the hidden maths and science behind technology.

How do barcodes work?

How does guessing birthdates link to binary numbers?

How do computers check for errors in data?

What have numbers go to do with pixels on your mobile phone screen?

This event inspired our Y9 pupils to engage in STEM subjects (Science, Technology Engineering,
Maths) and consider these as future careers opportunities to develop the technology of the future.

This event was part-funded by a generous donation from the TPS Appeal Trust.

Year 10

Mock Interview Day



Fantastic mock interview careers event at TPS.

Students had the opportunity to step into a professional setting, practise their interview techniques,
build confidence, and develop key communication skills that will support them in their future careers. It
was wonderful to see everyone looking so smart and presenting themselves so professionally.
Experiences like this are invaluable in helping young people prepare for the world of work and believe
in their potential.

Well done Year 10!

Reading for Pleasure

This week, as part of our whole school celebration of World Book Day, our year 10s have been
enjoying a whole lesson dedicated entirely to reading their own personal books in the library. Giving
students the dedicated time and space to read for pleasure helps build confidence, curiosity and
supports their lifelong love of books.



Y10 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition 20-22 March 26

It is not long until Y10 students will be undertaking their Silver Practice expedition in the new Forest.
Full details about the expedition and training can be found here: DofE Silver 2026 Practice
Expedition.docx

Mr Newton

Well done to Year 10 Statistics students who sat their PPE this week!

Year 10 Upcoming Dates:

Please see below a list of events and POST 16 activities for the remainder of Year 10, further details to
follow:

College Taster Day – An opportunity to learn more about types of courses. If student is currently
interested in the A-level pathway then this will be held at Bohunt 6th Form on 24/25 June. If student is
currently interested in a vocational pathway, this will be held at Chichester College on Friday 3 July.

Work Experience/Take your child to work week – 29 June – 3 July. (If student is attending the
Chichester taster day, they would do 4 days work experience instead of 5)

Parents/Carers If you have businesses that would be open to taking on students for Work Experience
opportunities, please email lgroves@petersfieldschool.com as we are always very grateful for support
in the local area.

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/DofE-Silver-2026-Practice-Expedition.pdf
mailto:lgroves@petersfieldschool.com


Year 11

Well done to Year 11 for completing their PPEs!

GCSE and Vocational Exam Information 2026

The GCSE and Vocational Exam Timetable for Summer 2026 is now available on our school website.
Please follow the below link where you will find an overview of the timetable (a detailed version
including exam board, code and duration is also available) plus some important information that
candidates must be aware of.

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/about/results-and-exam-information/

Further information will be shared in due course but please note there will be no formal study leave and
students will be expected to attend school until they have completed their final exam.

Examination dates are set nationally and it is imperative students attend each exam – there will be no
opportunity to sit any missed exams.

In the event of any sustained national or significant local disruption during the examination period,
awarding bodies have designated Wednesday 24 June 2026 as the ‘Contingency Day’ for
examinations and therefore students must remain available until this date.

How/What to Revise

Create a timetable

Use the Revision Pathway to find resources

Focus on topics that you are less confident with (RAG sheets)

Remember that revision should be active (flashcards, mindmaps, past papers).

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/about/results-and-exam-information/
https://sites.google.com/petersfieldschool.com/revisionpathway/home


Passport to Prom

Please remember that students are working towards their Passport to Prom discounts! Every ERA they
are awarded, every day they attend school, and every PPE grade they achieve close to their target
grade will earn discounts for the Prom!

Careers



TPS Careers Hub– Our platform for advice and support on all things Careers and Post-16 information,
plus links to exciting and inspiring opportunities. This will be updated weekly so keep checking for
information to support your child in making their Post-16 plans!

CareersHub.com/careers-the-petersfield-school-

National Careers Week 2026

This week we’ve been proud to celebrate National Careers Week 26 with a range of exciting activities
for our students. From inspiring guest speakers in assemblies to engaging tutor time activities, as well
as valuable CPD sessions and a fantastic mock interview event. The week has been packed with
opportunities to explore future pathways. It’s been a brilliant way to help students build confidence,
develop key employability skills, and start thinking about the many possibilities ahead of them.

Please click on the link below to view a fantastic resource for parents which explores the world of
careers and the options available post 16 for our pupils.

The Parents' Guide to Careers

Online Work Experience and Career Days for students aged 13-18

Please see below a list of one-day, virtual work experience opportunities to learn more about different
career paths.

Vet Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 21st March 2026

Computer Science Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 28th March 2026

Medicine Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 4th April 2026

Law Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 11th April 2026

https://padlet.com/lgroves17/careers-the-petersfield-school-vsu8zptef5ewfgbq
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/TPGt-NCW-2026.pdf


Midwifery Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 18th April 2026

Dentistry Work Experience & Careers Day – Sunday 19th April 2026

Psychology Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 25th April 2026

Architect Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 2nd May 2026

Engineering Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 9th May 2026

Business Work Experience & Careers Day – Saturday 16th May 2026

Performing Arts Work Experience & Careers Day – Sunday 18th October 2026

Click on the link for more information and to secure a place: www.careerdays.co.uk

Unifrog, our new and exciting student platform, are offering an online Careers Fair, giving you an
opportunity to hear from industry experts in a broad range of careers. Sign up to book a place

TPS - Spotlight

https://www.careerdays.co.uk/
https://webapp.spotme.com/login/eventspace/subject-discovery-fair


Fishville at the Chichester Festival Theatre

On Wednesday we took a group of Year 9 and 10 students to the Chichester Festival Theatre to
perform 'Fishville' as part of the National Theatre's Connections Festival.

We were the very first school to perform in the Festival, which includes hundreds of other schools from
around the country. The students have been rehearsing hard since September and we were so proud
of the way they conducted themselves and performed on the day. They should be incredibly proud of
themselves.



Mandarin Theatre Fun

Yesterday, our Mandarin students from Y7 to Y10 enjoyed an exciting play performed entirely in the
target language. Delivered by two talented actors from Onatti Productions Ltd, the performance gave
students a valuable opportunity to experience Mandarin in a lively and authentic context.

The story followed Yue Ling, who is left to babysit Xiaobao while Mr. and Mrs. Wéi head out for the
evening. Her plans for a peaceful night are quickly disrupted when her ex-boyfriend arrives uninvited,
determined to win her back by helping with the babysitting. Unsurprisingly, chaos and comedy soon
follow!

With plenty of audience participation throughout, students were fully engaged from start to finish. The
performance was filled with laughter and memorable moments, making it an interactive experience
enjoyed by teachers and students alike - a fantastic way to reinforce language learning while having
great fun!

Dates for your Diary

Confirmation of INSET Days for 2026:

2026 Summer Term

INSET Day Tues 23 June 2026

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/parents/term-dates/

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/parents/term-dates/


E-Safety





Sports Results and News

Monday 2nd March

Year 8 Boys Baskeball vs Bishop Calloner

Year 8 Girls Football @ Havant Fed

Year 7 Girls Rugby vs Wokingham

TPS 15-60 Wokingham

The Year 7 girls rugby team stepped onto the pitch for their first ever contact fixture, taking on a strong
Wokingham side. From the first whistle, the girls showed real intent- eager, fearless, and ready to make
their mark. They opened the game with committed tackles, powerful carries, and some impressive
handling skills, especially for a team making its competitive debut.

Under the leadership of captain Erin, supported brilliantly by Phoebe and Lottie, TPS worked hard to
contain some of Wokingham’s more destructive runners. The opposition demonstrated excellent skill
and physicality, allowing them to build a comfortable lead, but the TPS response was nothing short of
inspiring.

Despite the scoreboard, the girls fought for every inch. Lucy A, Lottie G, Harper F and Naomi A
delivered some huge tackles that lifted the whole team. Every single player contributed, showed
courage, and left the field with a well‑earned smile.

This was a fantastic first step for a developing squad, and there is so much potential to be excited
about. I can’t wait to watch this team grow, progress, and achieve great things over the next four years.

Tuesday 3rd March

Year 8 Football vs Bourne in Chi Federation League

TPS 2-2 Bourne

TPS worked exceptionally hard at home against Bourne. A side that they beat in year 7 they were
hoping for a repeat of the same result. Unfortunately on this occasion it was a game of missed chances
by both sides to try and grab a winner.

At the end of the game, honours were even and a fair result for both teams

Wednesday 4th March

Year 10 Football @ St Philip Howard



TPS 3-4 St Philip Howard

Games against St Philip Howard are normally always very close in each year group and this game was
no different. A very tight and physical encounter away from home finished with a 4-3 win for the home
side. TPS look to go again against Bishop Luffa on Wednesday in one of their final games of the
season.

Year 10 Girls Football @ Warblington

TPS 2-3 Warblington

Despite some early pressure, TPS went 1–0 down within the first five minutes after a lapse in defence.
The rest of the first half was end-to-end, with chances for both teams but Harriet managed to grab a
cheeky goal just before half-time to level the score. Some great saves from Kade helped keep things at
1–1 going into the break.

Early in the second half, TPS went 2–1 down, but a few minutes later Harriet struck again to bring us
back level at 2–2. With seven minutes to go we conceded again to make it 3–2, which proved to be the
final score.

Year 8 Girls Netball @ Portsmouth High School

Thursday 5th March

Year 8 Girls Football vs Deer Park County Cup Semi Final

TPS 2-6 Deer Park

Year 10 Netball vs Bishop Luffa Chi Fed League

Hot Food Menu



On Thursday, Lukas and his team treated us to a delicious book-themed lunch

And Finally...



We have recently uncovered a Team TPS archive of old photos and press cuttings. Over the next few
months we would like to share some of these wonderful memories with you .

This week: Mock Interview Day 2009

Mock Interview Day 2009

Smart suits were the order of the day when Year 11 students participated in their mock interviews.
Students prepared application forms, CVs and studied interview techniques before they all stepped into
the interview room for their 15-minute interviews. Among people on the panel, were Councillors from
the EHDC, Youth Workers and Governors.

Students were marked on appearance, attitude, posture, and confidence.



Useful Links







Everyone is welcome — simply click here
We look forward to seeing you there.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9Mf7tgygakmJvfYyBaVJzxFvS9TrgMhAqvd6fjvcXplUNDBURTNMTjNCOEE4RkpWSDI3UUYzU1VOQi4u&route=shorturl


Facefamilyadvice

Click on the link to view the Team TPS ERA Week 26 Brochure

https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/
https://rkf1tkged8.preview-beefreecontent.com/ZamP9


Appeal Trust Letter

Donate!

Maths and Science Show

This event was part-funded by a generous donation from the TPS Appeal Trust.

On Tuesday, our Year 9s enjoyed a fun and engaging Maths and Science show in the TPS Studio.
Through a series of ‘magic’ tricks they discovered the hidden maths and science behind technology.

How do barcodes work?

How does guessing birthdates link to binary numbers?

How do computers check for errors in data?

What have numbers go to do with pixels on your mobile phone screen?

This event inspired our Y9 pupils to engage in STEM subjects (Science, Technology Engineering,
Maths) and consider these as future careers opportunities to develop the technology of the future.

Current Vacancies

https://www.petersfieldschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Updated-Appeal-Trust-Letter-May-2025.pdf
https://localgiving.org/donation/tpsdevelopmentfund/start?monthly=1
https://www.petersfieldschool.com/about/vacancies-2/
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